Boy Soldiers 

After watching the video complete the following activities / questions.

1. What is a conscientious objector?

2. If everyone refused to fight there would be no war. Discuss. (i.e. What is your response to this statement and why do you take this position?) (4 -5 sentences) 

3. Boy Soldiers was set in 1914. Why was public pressure for military training so strong in this particular year?

4. Conscription was reintroduced in 1965 for boys aged 18 years. Not every 18 year old was drafted, only those with a particular birth date that was chosen at random. Why do you think this was done and do you think it was a fair system?

5. Women have never been required to do military training in Australia and in fact have only ever been required to do military training in a few countries in the world. Name these countries. Do you think women should go to war to fight for their country? Explain your reasons. (4 -5 sentences)

6. What is discipline?

7. What rules and regulations do you have to adhere to: 

a) at school?  

b) at home? 

Why have these rules been devised? Do you think they are effective? Do you think they are necessary? If you break these rules, what are the consequences? 

8. What rules did the Sergeant believe Will had broken? What punishment was Will given for breaking the rules?

9. Why are people in the armed services and in many schools required to wear uniforms? Discuss the pros and cons of wearing a uniform. (4 – 5 sentences)

10. In Boy Soldiers, Ned and Will had different responses to wearing the uniform. What were they? Why do you think they reacted in this way?

11. How did the community react to Will not wanting to do military training? Did anyone support Will’s stand?

12. It was intimated a number of times in Boy Soldiers that Will was a coward. Do you think Will was a coward? Discuss. (4 – 5 sentences) 

13. Why was Will’s mother, Mrs Barnes, given a white feather? How did she react? How do you think she felt?

14. What was the Sergeant’s attitude to Will’s behaviour? 

15. The Commanding Officer said, “You’re a brave lad, as brave as any soldier.” What did he mean?

16. Ned did join the army. What reason did he give for changing his mind?

Responses for Assessment:

1. Essay in response to:

a. It is easier to obey the law than be a conscientious objector.

b. School uniforms, should we wear them?

(Length: 250 – 350 words)

2. What armed forces are there in Australia? How do you join? Why would you join if you were going to?


(Length: 250 words minimum)

