The Changing Roles of Women in War
Our focus for this week is to examine how women’s participation in war changed from war to war and how perception of women in society has changed as a result of their participation too.

Task: You’ll need

· Atlas

· Map of the world

· Copy of booklet (to share between 2/3)

1. Mark on the map where women were in each war (Boer, WWI, WWII, Korean, and Vietnam). Include a key/legend to your symbols or colours to identify each war. (eg Red = Boer, Blue = WWI, Green = WWII, Yellow = Korean, Orange = Vietnam or different style of lines for each war.)
	War / Conflict
	Countries where women served

	Boer
	South Africa

	WWI
	Egypt, France, Belguim, India, Palestine, Turkey

Persian Gulf, Italy, Burma, Eritea & Ethopia, Greece, Malta, England, New Guinea, Russia

	WWII
	England, Palestine, Egypt, Libya, Greece, Syria, Sri Lanka, Malaysia, Singapore, Papua New Guinea, Solomon Islands, Australia, Japan, Middle East, Crete, Eritrea, Indonesia

	Other Conflicts / Peacekeeping
	Vietnam, Malaya, Korea, Persian Gulf, Rwanda, Cambodia, Somalia


2. Read and note how their jobs changed in each war (Suggestion: record in following table).

	War / Conflict
	Roles / Jobs of women

	Boer
	

	WWI
	

	WWII
	

	Korean
	

	Vietnam
	


3. Answer the following question (2 paragraphs = 8 – 10 sentences): How has war changed Australian society’s perception of women and their roles?
Women in Combat

Most countries do not allow women to fight on the front lines.  There are a few that do though: USA, Canada, Holland, Norway and Israel (as listed by the Australian government resources). Wikipedia lists Germany, Canada, Denmark and Norway. Unfortunately, Wikipedia is not as a reliable reference or source of information as there are not any regulators on the accuracy of information added. We therefore are safer in relying upon a government reference for accurate data. 

Conscription was used to increase numbers in the armed services at a time when the number of volunteers was dropping.  The Australian government introduced conscription and the first ballot was held on 10 March 1965, where 90 birth dates were chosen by marbles from a barrel.  Men from the age of 20 born on these dates were required (by law) to sign up for miliary service (for 2 years). 44% of men were rejected on medical, psychological, educational or security grounds.

www.vietnamwar.org/women/combat/memorial
	War / Conflict
	Roles / Jobs of women

	Boer
	· Nursing more fetching and cleaning up

	WWI
	· Nursing, 14 female doctors

	WWII
	· Nursing, female doctors, auxiliary units (relieved men for active duty eg wireless telephone operators. Most jobs were skilled i.e. in communication, signals and mechanics.)

· Cooks or mess stewardesses

· Only paid 2/3 of men’s wage for same job. Drivers, typists, clerks, orderlies

· Women’s Land Army – working on farms to release men for combat

	Korean
	· Women serve for 4 years (short term); ineligible for combat area service; were not allowed to be command of male soldiers

· Plus same duties from WWII

	Vietnam
	· Only women in combat areas were nurses and doctors still

· Women entertainers & female journalists

· Red Cross, churches, civilian medical officers


½ page: How did war change society’s perception of women?

